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The University of Montana Grizzlies will play a pivotal Big Sky conference game
this Saturday evening, Oct. 21, as they travel to Pocatello, Idaho to meet the Bengals
in a gridiron clash in the ISU Minidome (12,000).
Coach Gene Carlson's team is 2-2 in conference play (2-4 overall), and must win
Saturday's 8 p.m. contest to stay in the race for the BSC title.

Montana State and

Northern Arizona are currently deadlocked for the lead with identical 3-0 slates.
UM is coming off a heartbreaking 34-30 setback to the University of Idaho in
Missoula's Dornblaser Stadium last week.

This Saturday's conference schedule finds

MSU at Idaho and Weber State at Boise State.
Two Grizzly seniors have a good chance to set UM career records against the
Bengals.

Receiver Vern Kelly has 70 receptions thus far during his illustrious UM

career, and is rapidly approaching the record of 76 catches made by Ray Bauer (1948-50).
Kelly is also tied with two others for the record of receptions (eight) in a game.
Workhorse running back Monty Bullerdick will more than likely set a school mark in
rushing attempts this week.

Bullerdick has carried the ball 345 times, and the record

is 355, set by Steve Caputo (1969-71).

Bullerdick has also moved up to the No. 5

all-time UM rusher with 1,546 yards.
Kelly and Bullerdick are also two top men in BSC statistics.

Kelly is the No. 2

receiver with 28, and Bullerdick is ranked fourth in rushing with 524 yards.
Kicker Raul Allegre, who has connected on nine of 10 field goal attempts, is the
third in the Big Sky in scoring with 34 points; Greg Dunn is first in kickoff returns
with a 23.3 average; Sam Martin is third in defensive lineman tackles with 51 and
Allen Green remains first in punting (39.8).
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As a team UM is third in total defense (341.7) and remains first against the
rush with a 149.0 average.
Idaho State, which is 2-4 overall and 0-2 in the Big Sky, played an impressive
game against Montana State (they lost 23-12), is improving, according to Carlson.
"Idaho State played Montana State very well," Carlson said.
won that game.
them.

They are coming alive as an offensive team.

We just try to get our kids to play each down.

"They could have

It will be a battle with

That's what we're aiming for

against Idaho State."
In reference to last week's game against Idaho, Carlson said, "Idaho was big and
strong and a good ball club.

They should be a contender for the Big Sky.

They're

certainly the best team we've played."
Mick Spoon has returned at quarterback for the Bengals.

Against MSU last week

ISU had their first balanced game of the season offensively, gaining 164 yards rushing
and 161 passing.

They should be sky high for this Saturday's 8 p.m. game which will

be their homecoming.
UM will be counting heavily on Bullerdick, who gained 100 yards for the third
time this season (109), Kelly, who had eight catches last week, and a rejuvenated
defense, which had its hands full against UI.
It was really unfortunate (last week), we had been playing good defense all
year," said defensive coordinator Pokey Allen.

"We're a fine defensive football

team and we're going to bounce back."
Allen said his secondary will be keeping an eye on Bengal receivers Greg Smith
and Rick Riedel, the conference's fourth and fifth ranked receivers.

"They are a

couple of good ones," he said.
According to UM offensive coordinator Dave Nickel, "We'll have to develop more of
a killer instinct.

We have a

tendency to relax a bit after we have scored a couple

of times."
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